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29 April 2010
Australia to help reduce the threat of unexploded ordnance
In an agreement signed today by Ms Raine Dixon, Head of Development Cooperation, Australian Embassy and Mr Dirk Wagener, Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP, Australia is contributing A$2.5 million to help Laos reduce the threat posed by unexploded ordnance (UXO), including cluster munitions.  Funds are being channelled through the new UXO sector trust fund, making Australia the largest contributor to date.  
This contribution will be used to support and strengthen the operations of UXO Lao and the National Regulatory Authority.  It will also assist Laos to host the first meeting of States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions in November this year.  
Australia has been a longstanding supporter of UXO action in Laos.  Since 1996, total Australian funding to the sector has amounted to $16.5 million. Australia’s assistance covers the four pillars of humanitarian UXO action: clearance, mine risk education, victim assistance and advocacy.

Australia looks forward to continuing to work with the Government of Laos, UNDP and other partners towards a world free from landmines, cluster munitions and other explosive remnants of war.
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